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[Editor’s Note: In the original text, Newton here features a 16-page quotation from David Horowitz’s Empire and Revolution (1969/1970),
pp. 29-45.  We have left out this portion of the text for copyright reasons.]



12/29/2018 Intercommunalism (1974) - Viewpoint Magazine

https://www.viewpointmag.com/2018/06/11/intercommunalism-1974/ 2/13



12/29/2018 Intercommunalism (1974) - Viewpoint Magazine

https://www.viewpointmag.com/2018/06/11/intercommunalism-1974/ 3/13



12/29/2018 Intercommunalism (1974) - Viewpoint Magazine

https://www.viewpointmag.com/2018/06/11/intercommunalism-1974/ 4/13

No one acquainted with the behavior of western corporations on their pilgrimages for profit during the last fifty years can really be surprised
that the … explosions now taking place (in the underdeveloped world) are doing so in an anti-American, anti-capitalist, anti-western
context. For many years these continents have been happy hunting grounds for corporate adventurers, who have taken out great resources
and great profits and left behind great poverty, great expectations and great resentments. Gunnar Myrdal points out that capitalist
intervention in underdeveloped countries thus far has almost uniformly had the result of making the rich richer and the poor poorer…. 7
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“It is not only the logic of the new mode of production that will bring about this withering away of commodity production. Automation
entails the same logical necessity in the sphere of production. The production of an abundance of goods and services is in fact accompanied
by the more and more rapid eliminations of all living, direct, human labour from the production process, and even from the distribution
process (automatic power stations; goods train driven by remote control; self-service distribution centers; automatic vending machines;
mechanized and automised offices, etc.). But the elimination of living human labour from the cost of production means the elimination of
wages from the cost of production! The latter is increasingly reduced to the “costs” of operations between enterprises (purchase of raw
materials and depreciation of fixed plant). Once these enterprises have been socialized, this involves much less transfers of real money than
simply accounting in monetary units.

As services will continue non-automised for a longer period than goods, money economy will retreat more and more into the spheres of
exchange of services for services, purchase of services by consumers, and purchase of services by the public sector. But in proportion as the
principal services become automised in their turn (eg. public services, automatic machines for providing drinks and standardized articles of
current use, laundries, etc.), money economy will become restricted more and more to “personal services” only, the most important of
which (medicine and education) will, however, be the first to undergo a radical abolition of money relations for reasons of social priority).
In the end, automation will leave to money economy only the periphery of social life: domestic servants and valets, gambling, prostitution,
etc. But in a socialist society which ensures a very high standard of living and security to all its citizens, and an all around revaluation of
“labour,” which will increasingly become intellectual labour, creative labour, who will want to undertake such forms of work? Socialist
automation thus brings commodity economy to the brink of absurdity and will cause it to wither away.

This withering away, begun in the sphere of distribution, will spread gradually into the sphere of production. Already in the era of transition
from capitalism to socialism, socialization of the major means of production and planning imply a more and more general substitution of
money of account for fiduciary money in the circulation of means of production.

Only the purchase of labour power and the purchase of raw materials from the non-state sector will involve the use of fiduciary money. But
when the increase in the standard of living is accompanied by a reduction and no longer by an increase in individual wages, the circulation
funds of enterprises also start to wither away. With the ‘industrialisation of agriculture’, with the withering away first of private enterprise
and then of co-operative enterprises in agriculture and distribution, this withering away spreads to relations between producing enterprises
and owners of labour-power, relations between enterprises and suppliers of raw materials. The withering away of money becomes general.
Only ‘units of account’ survive, so that an economy based on accounting in terms of hours of labour may govern the management of
enterprises and of the economy taken as a whole.

Economic Revolution and Psychological Revolution

So far we have considered only the economic consequences of the new mode of production, the withering-away of commodity economy
and of money to which it will lead. We must now consider the social and psychological results, that is, the complete upheaval in relations
between men, between individuals and society, as these have developed out of thousands of years of social experience derived from
antagonism between classes of exploitation of man by man.

Free distribution of bread, milk and all other basic foodstuffs will bring about a psychological revolution without precedent in the history of
mankind. Every human being will henceforth be ensured his subsistence and that of his children, merely by virtue of being a member of
human society. For the first time since man’s appearance on earth, the insecurity and instability of material existence will vanish, and along
with it the fear and frustration that this insecurity causes in all individuals, including, indirectly, those who belong to the ruling classes.

It is this uncertainty about the morrow, this need to ‘assert oneself’ in order to ensure one’s survival in a frenzied struggle of all against all,
that is at the basis of egoism and the desire for individual enrichment, ever since the beginning of capitalist society and even, to a certain
extent, since the development of commodity economy. All the material and moral conditions for the withering away of egoism as a driving
force in economic conduct will have vanished. True, individual ownership of consumer goods will doubtless expand to an unheard-of
degree. But in face of the abundance of these goods, and the freedom of access to them, the attachment of men to ownership will likewise
wither away. It is the adaptation of man to these new conditions of life that will create the basis for the ‘new man’, socialist man, for whom
human solidarity and co-operation will be as ‘natural’ as is today the effort to succeed individually, at the expense of others. The
brotherhood of man will cease to be a pious hope or a hypocritical slogan, to become a natural and everyday reality, upon which all social
relations will increasingly be based.

Will an evolution along these lines be ‘contrary to human nature’? This is the argument invoked as a last resort against Marxism, against the
prospect of classless society. It is regularly put forward by those who do not know this human nature, who base themselves on crude
prejudices or suspicions in order to identify morals and customs derived from a certain socio-economic context with biological or
anthropological characteristics alleged to be ‘unchangeable’ in man. It is also invoked by those who endeavor to preserve at all costs a
conception of man which is based on the idea of original sin and the impossibility of ‘redemption’ on this earth.

But anthropology starts from the idea that that which is distinctive of man is precisely his capacity for adaption, his capacity to create a
second nature in the culture which forms the only framework in which we can live, as Professor A. Gehlen puts it.

These practically unlimited possibilities of adaptation and apprenticeship are the essential anthropological feature. Human ‘nature’ is what
precisely enables man continually to rise above what is merely biological, to continually surpass himself.
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The tendency to competition, to the struggle of all against all, to the assertion of the individual by crushing other individuals, is not at all
something innate in man; it is itself the product of an ‘acculturisation’, of an inheritance which is not biological but social, the product of
particular social conditions. Competition is a tendency which is not ‘innate’ but socially acquired. Similarly, co-operation and solidarity can
be systematically acquired and transmitted as a social heritage, as soon as the social milieu has been radically changed in this direction.

More than that—a disposition to co-operation, to solidarity, to love of one’s neighbor corresponds far better to specific biological needs and
basic anthropological features than a tendency to competition, conflict or oppression of others. Man is a social being not only in the socio-
economic sense but also in the biological sense. Of all the higher mammals he is the one who is born in the weakest state, least protected
and least capable of self-defence. Anthropo-biology regards man as an embryo prematurely born, who thereby possesses a physiological
organization making him capable of a much longer period of apprenticeship and practically unlimited adaptability—thanks to activity and
socialization during a year of existence as an extra-uterine embryo. Phylogeny here confirms ontogeny, since today it is generally agreed
that these very processes of activation (the beginning of deliberate praxis) and socialization are at the origin of the human species.”

In handicraft…the workman makes use of a tool; in the factory the machine makes use of him. There the movements of the instruments of
labor proceed from him; here it is the movement of the machines that he must follow. 

In fact, the realm of freedom does not commence until the point is passed where labor under the compulsion of necessity and of external
utility is required. 
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